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Happy in Any Condition 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

Please go on chanting "Govinda 

. Jaya Jaya, Govinda Jaya Jaya, 

Radha Ramana Hari, Govinda 

C~\ X"''J a y a J a y a "/ along with "Hare 

/' V \j\ Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna 

y \\ Krishna, Hare Hare. Hare 

Rama, Hare Rama, Rama, Rama, 

Hare Hare." And in any condition you shall 

be happy without any doubt. 4^ 

— Letter to Daniel. 22 August 1968. 

Transgressing One's Adhikara 

A letter from Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraszvati Thakur Prabhupada 

srT sri guru-gaurdngo jayatah 
[All glories to Sri Guru and Gauranga] 

Sri Chaitanya Matha, Sri Mayapur, 13 De- 
cember 1928 



Sneha-vigrahesu 



[Dear 



I am very happy to see the substance of all 
the sdstras in your letter. By carefully con- 
sidering all the topics you will understand 
that in the true sense immature intelligence 



next column 



is unable to give results because it is born of 
laziness. We tiny living entities are followers 
of vidhi, formal rules and regulations, but we 
are not against rdga-marga, the path of spon- 
taneous attraction. Rdga is the highest topic, 
but it does not look good in our mouths. Hear- 
ing big topics from small mouths, the 
bhajandnurdgi-gana, the devotees on the spon- 
taneous platform, will laugh at us. 

The mahdjanas always say that if someone 
has not realized Krishna and is trying to at- 
tain a higher position in devotional life, that 
is due to laziness. 

The name of Bhagavan and Bhagavan are 
one. Those who think there is a difference 
between the name of God and God do so 
based on their own understanding. The devo- 
tees of the associates of Sri Gaurasundar have 
taught that to become free from anarthas one 
must serve a bhajana-kusala-jana, a person 
who has achieved the platform of auspicious- 
ness due to the performance of bhajan of the 
name of God. If we just repeat without real- 
ization like a parrot (totd-pdkhira nydya) then 
they will call us prdkrta-sahajiyds and thus 
reduce our self-conceit. Prdkrta-sahajiyds 
drown in the mud of misery. If one wants to 
display the glories of rdgdnuga-bhakti to the 
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mundane sahajiyas as well as to similar other 
sects who glorify their positions even though 
they have fallen into the mire of such misfor- 
tune (panke gauriva sidati), one has to person- 
ally become expert in the worship of the Su- 
preme Lord. Only then one can preach it for 
others' welfare. Therefore, try your best to 
understand the above topics. Bhajana is not 
an external activity or for making a show for 
others. Chant hari-nama loudly so that the de- 
sires of sense-gratification in the form of lazi- 
ness will not capture you. 

asirvadak — your well wisher, 
Sri Siddhanta Saraswati $$? 

— Translated by Sri Madhavendu Das and Sri Bhakta 
Pradosh, from Prabliupadera Patravali, pratliama-klianda. Sri 
Chaitanya Math. Mayapur. 1991. Bengali. Pages 62-63. 

The Glories of Sanatan Goswami 

vairagya-yug-bhakti-rasa-prayatnair 
apayayan mam anabhipsum andham 

krpambudhir yah para-duhklia-duhkliT 
sanatanam tarn prabhum asrayami 

I was unwilling to relish the nectar of devo- 
tional service performed in the mood of re- 
nunciation, but Sanatan Goswami, out of his 
causeless mercy, made me drink it, even 
though I was otherwise unable to do so. 
Therefore he is an ocean of mercy. He is very 
compassionate to fallen souls like me, and thus 
it is my duty to offer my respectful obeisances 
unto his lotus feet. (Raghunath Das 
Goswami's Vilapa-kusumdnjali, text 6.) 

ya rupa-maiijan-prestha purasid rati-manjarl 
socyate nama-bhedena lavanga-manjarl budhady 

sadya gaurabhinna-tanuh sarvaradhyah sanatanah 
tarn eva pravisat karyan muni-ratnah sanatanah 

Rupa Manjari's closest friend, who was 
known by the names Rati Manjari and 
Lavanga Manjari, appeared as Sri Sanatan 
Goswami. Sanatan Goswami is considered to 
be a personal extension of the body of Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Sanatan Kumar, the 
jewel amongst the sages, entered the body of 
Sanatan Goswami. Therefore he is also con- 
sidered to be an incarnation of Sanatan 
Kumar. (Srila Kavi Karnapur's Gaura- 
ganodesa-dipikd 181-182) S§S 
Bibliography 

— Kavi Karnapur. Sri Gaura-ganoddesa-dipika. Translated into 
English by Srimad Kusakratha Das. The Krishna Library. 
Culver City, CA. 1987. 
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How Madan Mohan 
Came to Sanatan Goswami 

Sri Nityananda Das' Prema Vilasa, chapter 23 

Dear readers, please listen with a one- 
pointed mind to the story of how Lord Madan- 
mohan made his appearance. The deity of 
Madan-gopal was being devoutly worshiped 
by two devotees in Mathura named Damodar 
Chaube and his wife Sri Vallabha. These two 
affectionately called the deity "Madan- 
mohan" and out of love cared for him as if he 
were their son. Indeed, the Lord played and 
quarreled with Damodar's sons. Sometimes he 
even complained to their father about them, 
and they ate and slept together. 

When Rupa and Sanatan Goswami ar- 
rived in Vrindavan, Madan-mohan ap- 
peared in their dream and said, "O Sanatan, 
I am staying at the house of a devotee 
named Chaube. I want you to take me from 
him. Keep me with you and serve me with 
great care and attention." 

Being thus ordered by the Lord, Sanatan 
Goswami went to Chaube' s house on the pre- 
text of begging alms. Chaube and his wife had 
intense love and affection for Madan-mohan 
and, astonished to see their behavior, Sanatan 
Goswami concluded that they must be ex- 
pansions of Nanda and Yasoda. 

Madana-mohan said to Sanatan Goswami, 
"You can take me wherever you want." 

The Lord then turned to Chaube and his 
wife and said, "Both of you have nourished 
me like your own son. Dear mother and fa- 
ther, believe my words. There is no doubt that 
both of you will come and live with me in 
Goloka Vrindavan. Now, however, I will go 
with Sanatan Goswami. Do not feel distress." 

When the couple heard this, they began to 
cry loudly, so the Lord consoled them with 
sweet words. Afterwords, Sanatan Goswami 
offered his obeisances to Chaube and took the 
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Madana-mohan deity to his cottage. He kept 
the deity there and offered whatever service he 
could manage. Seeing Madan-mohan there, all 
of the vrajavasis became happy. After some time, 
the deity desired to live in a temple. By the ar- 
rangement of providence, a boat belonging to 
a merchant got stuck in the Yamuna right in 
front of Sanatan Goswami's cottage. The mer- 
chant left the boat and fell down at Madana- 
mohan's lotus feet. He folded his hands and 
pledged that if the Lord would just help his boat 
to move, then whatever profit he would make 
from this trip he would donate to build a temple. 
As soon as the merchant said this, his boat 
began to sail freely. On that trip, the merchant 
made a huge profit and, as promised, he used 
it to build a gorgeous temple for Madana- 
mohan and to arrange for the deity's service. 
Following his example, many other pious mer- 
chants came to Vrindavan and built temples 
for Radha-Govinda, Radha-Gopinath, Radha- 
Damodar, Radha-vinoda, Radha-raman, and 
Radha-Shyamasundar. sp 

Bibliography 

— Nityananda Das. Prema-vilasa. Mahesh Library. Calcutta. 
1999. Bengali. 

— Nityananda Das. Prema-vilasa. English translation by Sri 
Bhumipati Das. Touchstone Media. 2005. Mumbai. 

Levels of Surrender 

Satvata Tantra 4.64-73 

kaya-vah-manasam saksat krsne parama-puruse 
parinisthasrayam yad vai saranam parikirtitam 

[Lord Shiva speaking to Narada Muni:] Tak- 
ing direct shelter of Lord Krishna with one's 
body, words, and mind is called surrender. 

etad vai tri-vidham proktam veda-vidbhir dvijottama 
prathamam madhyamam srestham kramasah srnu tan mune 

O best of brahmanas , those who know the 
Vedas say that surrender to the Lord is of 
three kinds: prathama, the initial stage, 
madhyama, the intermediate stage, and 
srestha, the highest stage. O sage, now please 
hear of these one by one. 

dharme tlrthe ca devadau raksakatvam aghad itah 
yad-buddhir nisthitam krsne krtath tat pratlmmam smrtam 

The conviction that following religious 
principles, going on pilgrimages, and wor- 
ship of the demigods will protect one from 
[the reactions of past] sins is considered 
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prathama, the initial stage of surrender to 
Lord Krishna. 

kalatra-putra-mitresu dhane geha-gavadisu 

yon mamatvasrayam krsnekrtath tan madhyamam smrtam 

The conviction that one shall give to Lord 
Krishna ones wife, children, friends, wealth, 
cows, and other things that are ones prop- 
erty is considered madhyama, the intermedi- 
ate stage of surrender to Lord Krishna. 

dehadav atmano yavad atmatvasrayanadi yat 

tat sarvam krsna-padabje krtath srestham prakirtitam 

The conviction that one shall place at Lord 
Krishna's lotus feet ones very self, ones 
body, and everything one possesses is called 
srestha, the highest stage of surrender to 
Lord Krishna. 

tavasmiti vadan vaca tathaiva manasa vidan 
tat-sthanam asritas tanv amodate sarandgatah 

Whether by saying with one's voice, "I am 
yours!" by having the mental conviction that 
one belongs to the Lord, or by dedicating ones 
body to him — one who surrenders to the 
Lord rejoices. 

Tsvaram tad-adhinam ca tad-dharmam ca sandtanam 
hitvanyad-asrayam tasya vastuto naiva drsyate 

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, the 
devotees of the Lord, and devotional service 
— aside from these three, a surrendered soul 
sees no other shelter. 

etac-charana-sampanno bhaktiman purusottame 
punati sarva-bhuvanam hrdi-sthenacyutena sah 

Such a surrendered soul, filled with devo- 
tion for the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
and carrying the infallible Lord in his heart, 
purifies all the worlds. 

tasmad bhaktad rte visnor deho 'pi naiva tat-priyah 
kim u tanye vibhuty-adyah paramananda-rupinah 

Only such a devotee is dear to Lord Vishnu. 
Nothing else is dear to him. What are the 
Lord's blissful potencies and opulences in 
comparison to that devotee? 

anyac ca srnu viprendra saranagati-laksanam 
anukulyasya sahkalpah pratikulya-vivarjanam 
raksisyatlti visvaso goptrtve varanam tatha 
atma-niksepa-karpanye sad-vidha saranagatih 

O king of the brahmanas, please hear some 
other symptoms of surrender. The six divi- 
sions of surrender are the acceptance of things 
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favorable for devotional service, the rejection 
of unfavorable things, the conviction that 
Krishna will give protection, the acceptance 
of the Lord as one's guardian or master, full 
self-surrender, and humility. ^ 
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Remembering 
Srila Sanatan Goswami 

sanatana gosvami sucaka kirtana 
Sri Radha Vallabha Das 

Sucaka klrtanas are songs describing the 
characteristics and glories of various devotees. 
They are traditionally sung on appearance and 
disappearance anniversaries. Radha Vallabha Das 
was the author of many such klrtanas. The 
following song describes the glories of Srila 
Sanatan Goswami. 

Radha Vallabha Das was the son of Sudhakar 
Mandal and Shyamapriya Dasi from the village 
Kancanapada in West Bengal. His parents were 
disciples of Srila Srinivas Acharya. 
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rupera vairagya-kale, sanatana bandlsale 

visada bhavaye mane mane 
rupere karuna kari, trana kaila gaurahari, 

mo adhame na kaila smarane 

When Srila Rupa Goswami accepted the 
renounced order of life, Sanatan Goswami 
was in prison. Greatly distressed, he thought 
within his mind: "Gaura Hari has mercifully 
delivered Sri Rupa, but he has forgotten this 
fallen soul. 

mora karma-dosa phahde, hate paye gale bandhe, 

rakhiyache karagare pheli 
apane karuna pase, drdha kari dhari kose 

corona nikate leha tuli 

I am locked in this prison, bound hands and 
neck by my sinful reactions. O Lord, with the 
rope of your mercy please firmly tie up my 
hair and drag me to your lotus feet. 

pascate agada jala, dui pase davanala, 

sammukhe sandhila vyadha vana 

katare harinfdake, padiya visama pake 

eibara kara paritrana 

Behind is a sea of unlimited depth, on both 
sides is a blazing forest fire, and before me 
stands a hunter with arrow aimed. In this way 
a she deer is entrapped in great danger and 
is crying in grief, "O Lord, you must save me 
this time!" 

jagai-madhai hele, vasudeva ajamile, 

anayase karila uddhara 
e duhkha samudra ghore, nistara karaha more 

toma vine nahi hena ara 

You effortlessly liberated Jagai and Madhai, 
just as Vasudev liberated Ajamila. Please save 
me from this terrible ocean of sorrow. With- 
out you, no one is there. 

hena-kale ekajane, alakhite sanatane 

patrl dila rupera likhana 
e-radha vallabha dase, mane haila asvase 

patrl padi karila gopana 

Then someone secretly gave Sanatan a let- 
ter from Rupa. Radha Vallabha Das gets plea- 
sure in his mind thinking of the hope that 
Sanatan got by reading that secret letter. 
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